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fundamental fact that the whole fabric of authority
under the Chinese system of government is a matter
of moral, and not of physical, force. For this reason
the theoretical autocracy of its officialdom has always
been tempered in practice by the democratic instincts
of the masses.
The late Mr. W. F. Mayers, in his standard work on
the government of China, observed in 1877 :
" The foundations of the Chinese State repose upon
an all-pervading officialism, a bureaucracy trained
through the national system of education to apply the
maxims of government enunciated centuries before the
dawn of the Christian era, and impelled by motives
of self-interest to reject the introduction of all prin-
ciples at variance with these venerable dogmas/*
And to' this accurate description was added a timely
word of warning addressed to the sanguine idealists
who, even at that date, were predicting a sudden and
radical change in the national character of the Chinese
people and of all their political institutions :
" An appreciation of this condition of affairs ** (he
wrote) "may possibly tend to correct the too san-
guine views which have been entertained of a speedy
entrance of the Chinese, as a Government and people*
upon the path of European progress- In order that
such a result should be accomplished, to any tangible
extent, it would be necessary that the most cherished
principles of the national religion should be aban**
doned, the.idols of literary worship dethroned, and
the recognised fountain of all honour deserted in
favour of pursuits and doctrines which are now con-
temptuously ignored. A change such as this may#
and perhaps will, be produced under the pressure of
iiBf»Erious necessity if not as the consequence of
f^olution ; but it would be a delusion to anticipate
$ brought about by voluntary development***

